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From DavidBordelon DavidBordelon@lagov
Sent Friday March19 20211055AM
To Williams Sharonda swilliams@fishmanhaygood com
Subject La BoardofEthicsAdvisoryOpinionRequestre ZacharySmith No 2021071

Ms Williams

IhaveafewquestionsregardingMr Smithsadvisoryopinionrequest Imhopingyoucanhelpclarify
someofthefactsyouprovided

Morespecifically Mr SmithpreviouslyworkedintheDepartmentofSafetyandPermitsastheChief
BuildingOfficialuntilApril2 2019 Mr SmiththenbecametheDirectoroftheDepartmentofSafety
andPermitsonJune17 2018 andheservedinthatroleuntilMarch2 2020 atwhichtimehebecame
theActingChiefofStafftotheDeputyChiefAdministrativeOfficer CAO Mr Smithstillcurrently
servesasActingChiefofStafftotheDeputyCAO

1 WhenwasMr SmithhiredbytheCityofNewOrleans Hiredate October6
2009

2 WhendidhebecometheChiefBuildingOfficial Hebecamethechiefbuilding
officialinDecemberof2014

3 IstheChiefBuildingOfficialdifferentfromtheDirectorofDept ofSafety
Permits Yes Seeorgchart TheCBOhandles isresponsibleforspecific
buildingcodereviewandinspections NotethattheCBOdoesnotsupervise
intakestaff

4 AsChiefBuildingOfficial wasMr Smithrequiredtoapproveallplanssubmittedfor
permits Forthesakeofthequestion yes UndertheCBOauthority permitsforconstruction
areissuedandinspectedbythestaffunderhisoversight Seeorgchart

5 DidheserveasbothChiefBuildingOfficialandDirectorforaperiodoftime Thedatesdont
lineup Yes SmithwasCBOandDirectorfrom6 17 2018thru3 2 2020 Thiscoversthe
periodhewasDirector WhennolongerDirector hewasonlytheCBO

Inhiscurrentrole Mr Smithhasnoultimatedecisionmakingauthorityandhisroleisprimarilyand
administrativeroleastotheinternalworkingstaff Mr Smithstillmaintainssomeoversightof
buildinginspectorsinhiscurrentrole

6 WhoistheDeputyCAOthatheisemployedundernow PeterBowen IsthatDeputyCAO
overadepartments Yes Seeorgchart
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7 WhatarehisdutiesasActingChiefofStaff Dutiesincludepreparingnotesandagendasfor
meetings coordinatingscheduling ensuringthatcentralstaffingoperationsaremoving
example coordinatingwithDepartmentofPropertyManagementonleasesforadditional

officespace Ex2 coordinatingsetupofsatellitelocationforCityservicesduringCovid Ex3
Facilitatedleadershipretreatforseniorstaff IE setupvenue setupfood securedspeaker
etc

8 WhatoversightdutiesdoesMr Smithperform Forthesakeofthequestion theansweris
NoneforOBES AllprojectsandassignmentsareunderthedirectionoftheDCAO ForDSP
SmithonlyretainsactivitywithCBOfunctions

9 IsMr Smithinvolvedwithpermitapproval Yes MrSmithcontinuestoserveastheCBOand
overseesbuildingplanreviewandinspection

10 Canyouprovideanorg chartshowingMr Smithscurrentposition Pleaseseebothorgcharts
demonstratingMrSmithasCBOwithSafety Permits PleasealsoseeorgchartshowingMr
Smithcentralteamcoordinationwiththeinternalworkingstaff SybilLanzetta SabrinaHill

OnceIhavesomeofthisinformation Icansendyouadraftoftheproposedadvisoryopinion

Thanks

DavidM Bordelon
StaffAttorney
LouisianaBoardofEthics

thLasalleBuilding 10 Floor
617N ThirdStreet 70802
PO Box4368 70821
BatonRouge Louisiana
Direct 2252195605
Office 2252195600
TollFree 18008426630

DISCLAIMER Thecontentsofthismessageareforinformationpurposesonlyanddoesnotconstitutean
advisoryopinionoftheBoardofEthics Ifyouwouldliketorequestanadvisoryopinionfromthe
LouisianaBoardofEthics pleaserefertohttp wwwethicsstatelausBoardProceduresaspxfor
informationaboutsubmittingarequestforanadvisoryopinion

PRIVILEGEDANDCONFIDENTIALCOMMUNICATION DONOTread copyordisseminatethis
communicationunlessyouaretheintendedrecipient Thiscommunicationmaycontaininformationthat
isprivileged confidentialandexemptfromdisclosureunderapplicablelaw Ifyouarenottheintended
recipient youareonnoticethatanyunauthorizeddisclosure copyingdistribution ortakingofanyaction
inrelianceonthecontentsoftheelectronicallytransmittedmaterialsisprohibited Ifyouhavereceived
thiscommunicationinerror pleasecallusimmediatelyat 225 2195600andasktospeaktothesender
ofthecommunication Also pleasenotifyusimmediatelyviaemailifyouhavereceivedthis
communication inerror
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